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be aggressive against the Slavs. The smaller succession-
states, Epirus and Salonica, were transient and weak. It
was Bulgaria's opportunity to come forward as the leading
power, the new centre of the Christian East. Kalojan quickly
saw his new role. In 1205 he took Philippopolis from
the Latins, defeating and capturing the Latin Emperor Bald-
win I before Adrianople. In 1206 he slew the Latin King
Boniface of Salonica. But in 1207 he fell himself in a palace
intrigue.
The weak reign of the usurper Boril delayed the growth of
Bulgaria for eleven years; but in 1218 Kalojan's son John
Asen II assumed the throne and his father's aggressive
policy. But it was a little late now. The Greeks had re-
covered much of their lands from the Latins, and the local
inhabitant who preferred a Slav to a heretic Westerner was
now content under his own fellow countrymen. The goal of
every Balkan statesman who has not been deluded by vain
hopes for Constantinople is Macedonia and its great port of
Salonica. To hold the Balkan hinterland without Salonica is
to hold something incomplete. Kalojan had died on the eve
of an expedition against Salonica. John Asen II was aware
of its importance. Early in his reign he expanded his king-
dom towards the south-west. The medley of races in Mace-
donia (from which the culinary term macedoine is derived)
could not oppose any strong military invader. But Salonica
was a Greek city, and remained beyond his reach. Twice, in
1230 and 1240, it lay almost in his power, but in his fear of
the growing Empire of Nicaea he allowed the Angeli of
Salonica to retain their rule. Similar complex considerations
marred his policy elsewhere. He could not decide whether
to win Prankish Thrace by an alliance with Nicaea or to
regard Nicaea as a menace to be opposed. He hesitated, and
the Nicaeans benefited by his hesitations.
Nevertheless his reign was a great age for Bulgaria. His
personality won him the respect even of his enemies, and his
international prestige was great. In his Court at Trnovo he
ruled with Byzantine pomp and ceremony through a bureau-
cracy formed on the Byzantine model. The Bulgarian
Church was reorganized under the Archbishop of Trnovo,
to whom the Patriarch of Nicaea conceded in 1235, as